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SDG 17 - Partnerships for the Goals

Education for SDGs in the wider community

Karunya Institute of Technology and Sciences (KITS) engages its alumni, local residents, and
displaced individuals to support sustainable development and lifelong learning. For alumni,
KITS offers workshops, webinars, and mentorship programs to foster career growth and
knowledge sharing. It also provides free online resources, including 292 videos and Google
Classrooms, making education accessible to all. For local communities, KITS organizes public
lectures, community workshops on digital literacy, health awareness, and financial literacy,
and collaborative research projects with local organizations, strengthening regional social and
economic well-being.

KITS also supports displaced individuals and refugees through language courses, scholarships,
and career development programs. In partnership with SEESHA, KITS offers vocational
training in skills like tailoring and computer proficiency to empower marginalized
communities. These initiatives provide opportunities for economic independence and social
integration, promoting inclusivity and diversity. Through these outreach activities, KITS
contributes to social equity, lifelong learning, and sustainable development, impacting
communities and individuals across India.

1. Alumni Engagement: Karunya Institute of Technology and Sciences actively engages its
alumni through various programs aimed at fostering lifelong learning and professional growth.
These initiatives include:

e Workshops and Webinars: Skill-based sessions focused on career development,
emerging technologies, and leadership help alumni stay competitive in their fields.

« Networking Events: Opportunities for alumni to connect with peers, students, and
faculty, fostering knowledge exchange and professional growth.

e Mentorship Programs: Facilitating mentorship opportunities where alumni guide
current students or recent graduates, enhancing their own leadership skills while giving
back to the university community.

o Public resources (lifelong learning): KITS has produced approximately 292 free online
YouTube videos and recordings, created by experienced faculty members as an
invaluable resource for students. Each faculty member has also set up a Google
Classroom for each course they teach, allowing students enrolled in those courses to
access course materials throughout their studies and beyond. These videos span a wide
array of subject areas, offering essential insights that aid in grasping and mastering
complex concepts. By providing free access to these educational resources, KITS
reaffirms its commitment to accessible learning for all, aiming to “Reach the
unreached.”



These activities benefit alumni by broadening their networks, enhancing their skills, and
keeping them updated on current trends and university research, thereby reinforcing their

connection to the institution.
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2. Local Residents: Karunya Institute of Technology and Sciences engages with local
communities through various educational outreach programs aimed at improving the region’s
social and economic well-being.

Education

To ensure the sustainable development goal no 4 quality education. Education liberates the
intellect, unlocks the imagination and is fundamental for self-respect. It is the key to prosperity
and opens a world of opportunities, making it possible for each of us to contribute to a
progressive, healthy society. Learning benefits every human being and should be available to
all.

1. Education Status of Tribal Children in Operation Area
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In order to evaluate the level of education in the tribal community, a basic survey using the
ASER Module was carried out. The survey covered a variety of topics, including alphabets,
vocabulary, stories spoken in the mother tongue, and basic math problems that could be solved
by fifth-graders. According to the study, children perform at a poor level because only 30% of
them can tell a tale, and only 20% of them can perform fundamental division in math. Thirty
percent of kids are able to read the words, and forty percent of students are capable of
comprehending the paragraph. To address this issue CCAC has took initiative and start
remedial education as age appropriate learning in selective villages.

Remedial Education Centres

As there are vulnerable communities living near Karunya University, the Centre for
Community Academia and Collaborations renders its helping hand on behalf of the institution.
The CCAC division has organised 14 free remedial education centres in the 14 vulnerable
areas, 220 students of the downtrodden and tribal community were getting benefits in terms of
education and also by getting their school work kits. In the sense of effective teaching and the
comfort of the students, the CCAC division provided white board sets, mats, and a few playing
kits for them to use in their leisure time.




Collaborative programs with Education Department
Block Level event

The government middle school students were to participate in a block-level cultural event,
therefore the block-level education administration asked Karunya Institute of Technology and
Sciences to provide refreshments for the occasion. The cultural festival that took place on
October 18 and 19, 2023, at Sri Ranganathanm Engineering College was a huge success. The
occasion showcased the abilities, customs, and diversity of the Government Middle & Higher
Secondary School pupils in an effort to highlight the unique cultural fabric of our society.
The Centre for Community Academia and Collaborations provided 2000 water bottles and
1500 sets of Sweet & Kaaram. We had the opportunity to connect with the participants and
establish a strong rapport with Education Department.

Hand Wash Awareness Program

Our core areas are health, water, food, and energy, with a focus on the health and hygiene of
the surrounding community. Future generations, from the division of the Centre for
Community Academia & Collaborations, organised several hand washing campaigns in and
around the community. There were pachinampathy and perumalkoilpathy community children,
as well as the program was conducted 4 Schools in thondamuthur block whereas Panchayat
union Primary School, Valayankutai, Panchayat Union Middle school, Irrutupallam, Panchayat
Union Primary School Perumalkovilpathy, and Panchayat Union Primary Seengapathy Govt
Residential School nearly 185 children has participated in the program and practiced the hand
wash techniques at school level and community. As a reminder of the programme for the
children, we distributed a hygiene kit consisting of soap, comb, coconut oil, nail cutter, and
biscuit.



Supporting Government School

As regular intervention with the Iruttupallam government middle school, the head mistress of
the school gave a request letter to our centre for community academia and collaboration
division regarding the need for kindergarten tables for their kindergarten class. From our side,
we raised the purchase request for 5 tables as per our university norms, and we received the 5
tables. We provided the table to the kindergarten class of Iruttupallam government middle
school in the presence of the head mistress of the school. Before there were only chairs were
present in the class, the toddlers had difficulty in writing, after we supported with the tables
the students were happy and they study and write using the table very comfortably. The
students and teachers of the school were very happy, so these kinds of interventions will be
carried out by the CCAC division.

Children’s Day — Recreation Activity

Children's Day is a special celebration dedicated to honouring and cherishing the joy and
innocence of childhood. Children are usually treated with extra love and attention, and
communities come together to emphasize the importance of nurturing, protecting, and
educating the younger generation. It's a time when everyone reflects on the happiness and well-
being of children, emphasizing their right to a carefree and vibrant upbringing. Children's Day
serves as a reminder that every child deserves to be celebrated and encouraged to dream big.
On behalf of CCAC, KITS, we conducted a drawing competition with the theme "My Family."



The division CCAC provided papers and crayons for the drawing competition and asked the
tuition teachers to explain the importance of the family. At the end of the week, the children
were brought to a park and given some recreational activities.

Installation of Hand wash station

A follow up of awareness on Hand hygiene, the CCAC has move forward with installation of
hand wash station in 5 government schools. As a part of self-hygiene CCAC has raised
awareness on hand hygiene in 5 schools in order to practice the hand wash in regular the
division has donated 5 portable hand wash stations and 6 dustbins to the schools in order to
maintain the good rapport and keep the children from communicable diseases. Through this

activity 431 students going to get benefitted.




3. Displaced People and Refugees: Karunya Institute of Technology and Sciences is
committed to supporting displaced individuals and refugees by providing inclusive educational
opportunities and fostering a sense of belonging.

Skill Development Program

In line with the mission of Karunya Institute of Technology and Sciences (KITS) to contribute
to society, the Center for Community Academia Collaborations and the Division of Mechanical
Engineering jointly organized a two-day skill development program for economically
backward tribal youth on August 16th and 17th, 2023. 10 Tribal youths were participated in
the training and gained knowledge about two wheeler engine assembly and 3D printing, which
will encourage them to self-sustain.

Mushroom Cultivation

As a part of women empowerment mushroom cultivation shed has been inaugurated in
pachinampathy village it is CSR project implemented to empower the economically backward
women and their self-sustain the mushrooms will be harvest by the villagers and sale it to the

local people as per their need.

Self Help Groups



CCAC ensures and promotes voluntary associations of people who share a common concern
and come together to support each other in addressing it. These groups typically focus on
personal, social, or economic issues, so that the CCAC has took initiative and provide a
platform for individuals to connect with others. We have formed 4 groups in different tribal
villages. This peer support can be incredibly empowering as members share their experiences,
offer empathy, and provide practical advice and encouragement. Participation in self-help
groups can help individuals develop a sense of empowerment and control over their lives. By
actively engaging in problem-solving within the group, members can gain confidence and self-
esteem.
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Poultry and Vermi compost training

The division of the Center for Community Acdemia and Collaborations organized a training program
in the field of poultry and vermicompost in collaboration with the school of agricultural sciences.
Around 30 members from the villages of Sadivayal, Sevegapathy, Porethy, Pachinampathy, and
Moongilmadaikuttai participated. The sessions were carried out by the respective faculty members.
The participants interacted with the faculty members and cleared their doubts.

KITS in association with SEESHA offers a range of vocational training courses designed to
empower people by helping them develop skills for economic independence. Conducted across
India through SEESHA’s vocational training centres, these programs teach skills such as
tailoring, computer proficiency, bag making, and soft toy manufacturing. Some of these



initiatives are conducted in partnership with respected government agencies like Jan Shikshan
Sansthan.

Key Areas of SEESHA’s Impact:

Child & Youth Development

Women Empowerment

Elderly Care

Support for Differently-Abled Individuals
Health Outreach Projects

Disaster Relief & Rehabilitation

SEESHA provides training, technical, and financial assistance to women aspiring to start
entrepreneurial ventures, supporting them in setting up small businesses like petty shops, tiffin
centres, and tailoring shops. For deserving participants who complete the tailoring program,
SEESHA also provides free sewing machines. Additionally, training on financial literacy—
covering topics like savings and banking—is offered to help women manage both family and
business finances effectively.

https://www.seesha.org/images/July2024-Q2Newsletter.pdf
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