
               
 

SDG 17 - Partnerships to achieve the Goal  

 

University Officials Participation in National Government or Regional Non-Government 

Organisations towards SDG policy development 

 

Karunya Institute of Technology and Sciences (KITS) has demonstrated strong leadership in 

SDG 17 – Partnerships for the Goals through active engagement in national, regional, and 

international collaborations and policy development. Under the guidance of Dr. E. J. James, 

Pro Vice-Chancellor, the university has collaborated with global organizations such as NASA, 

the World Bank, Wetlands International, SUEZ India, the University of Waterloo, and the 

Ramsar Bureau, alongside premier national bodies including IIT Madras Research Park, IIT 

Tirupati, K-DISC, Kerala Forest Research Institute, and several NGOs. These partnerships 

have influenced policies on water security, climate resilience, wetland conservation, and 

sustainable development. KITS officials have contributed to over 15 major SDG-linked 

national and international engagements, including media outreach, advisory committee roles, 

conference leadership, environmental management plans, and technology-driven research 

collaborations. 

The institution’s efforts have resulted in significant outcomes such as the development of the 

Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM) Joint M. Tech Program with SUEZ, 

extension of the NASA–AERONET scientific collaboration, contributions to Kerala’s Vision 

2035 Water Strategy, and preparation of policy documents with NGOs like the M.S. 

Swaminathan Research Foundation and Friends of Bharathapuzha. KITS has also advanced 

global knowledge-sharing through the French TV documentary on climate impacts, proposals 

to the World Bank for training India’s water leaders, and invitations to host the ICWRER 2025 

International Conference. Together, these initiatives position KITS as an influential knowledge 

partner driving policy development, multi-stakeholder engagement, and sustainable innovation 

in alignment with SDG 17. 

Strategic Context 

In alignment with the Institutions Strategic Plan and its Sustainability Roadmap, KITS has 

continuously strengthened partnerships at local, national, and international levels to advance 

Sustainable Development Goal 17. The following initiatives represent the cumulative 

outcomes of these sustained collaborations. 

Impact and Outcomes 

These multi-stakeholder collaborations have not only enhanced KITS’s global visibility but 

also translated research into actionable policy recommendations, technology transfers, and 

curriculum innovations such as the Joint M. Tech program in Integrated Water Resources 

Management. The cumulative impact reflects the Institutions role as a knowledge partner 

contributing to national and international dialogues on water security, climate resilience, and 

sustainable development. 



Key Collaborations and Events 

Sl. 

No. 
Event / Activity Date/ Year Description / Outcome 

Nature of 

Collaboration 

1 

French TV 

Interview – CFRT 

(Le Jour du 

Seigneur) 

27.6.2023 

Interview on “Impact of 

Climate Change on 

Water Cycle” aired for a 

French television 

program on climate 

awareness. 

International 

Media 

Collaboration / 

Knowledge 

Outreach 

2 

Proposal with 

World Bank and 

Alluvium 

Consulting 

20.7.2023 
 

 

 

Joint proposal to train 

India’s water leaders on 

River Basin Planning in 

collaboration with 

Alluvium Consulting 

India Pvt. Ltd. 

International 

Institutional & 

Corporate 

Partnership 

3 

Collaboration with 

University of 

Waterloo 

25.7.2023 

Request to host ICWRER 

2025 International 

Conference on Water 

Resources and 

Environment Research at 

KITS. 

International 

Academic 

Research 

Partnership 

4 
IITM Research 

Park Collaboration 
27.9.2023 

Collaboration on 

Automated Wheelchair 

and Sustainable 

Transportation with IIT 

Madras Research Park. 

National 

Academic–

Industry 

Collaboration 

5 
K-DISC Vision 

2035 Consultation 
16.8.2023 

Participation in Vision 

2035 Event at 

Trivandrum; 

contribution to Kerala’s 

Vision Document on 

water and innovation. 

State 

Government 

Policy 

Engagement 

6 
Industry–Academia 

Meet (Israel) 
24.8.2023 

Consultation with 

Deputy Consul General 

of Israel for Industry–

Academia Meet in 

Jerusalem. 

International 

Diplomatic and 

Academic 

Engagement 

7 

Wetlands 

International 

Collaboration 

9.10.2023 

Review and feedback on 

Vembanad–Kol Wetland 

Management Plan 

(Ramsar Site). 

International 

Environmental 

NGO Partnership 

8 

Wetlands 

International South 

Asia – Invitation 

1.9.2023 

Invitation to World 

Wetlands Day on 

“Wetlands and Human 

Wellbeing” at India 

Habitat Centre, New 

Delhi. 

International 

Event 

Participation / 

Policy Network 

9 
Appointment to 

Committee – 
1.9.2023 

Dr. James appointed to 

Skills & Qualification 

International 

Advisory 



Wetlands 

International South 

Asia 

Matrix Committee for 

governing body 

formation. 

Committee 

Membership 

10 

Kerala Forest 

Research Institute 

Collaboration 

22.3.2024 

Invitation to speak at 

World Water Day 

Workshop on Forest 

Hydrology. 

National 

Research 

Institution 

Collaboration 

11 

Collaboration with 

M.S. Swaminathan 

Research 

Foundation 

25.3.2024 

Contribution to 

publication on Pampa 

River Management – 

Empowering Local 

Governments. 

NGO Policy & 

Knowledge 

Partnership 

12 

NGO Collaboration 

– Friends of 

Bharathapuzha 

4.5.2024 

Invited as keynote 

speaker at Water 

Conference, Palakkad to 

promote sustainable 

river management. 

Civil Society & 

Environmental 

NGO 

Engagement 

13 

NASA 

Collaboration – 

AERONET Project 

2024 

Extension of NASA–

KITS partnership on 

Aerosol Research 

Network (AERONET) 

confirmed by NASA 

HQ. 

International 

Government 

Scientific 

Collaboration 

14 

IIT Tirupati 

Technology 

Innovation Hub 

30.5.2024 

Invitation to participate 

in seminar “Innovations 

in Underwater 

Navigation” with Indian 

Navy at IIT Delhi. 

National 

Academic and 

Defence Research 

Collaboration 

15 

M.Tech Joint 

Program with 

SUEZ India 

2024 

Initiation of joint 

postgraduate program on 

Integrated Water 

Resources Management 

(IWRM). 

Academic–

Industry 

Curriculum 

Collaboration 

16 

Interaction with 

Kol Wetland 

Farmer Groups 

9.9.2023 

Regular engagement 

with local farmers for 

Sustainable Wetland 

Management and 

livelihood programs. 

Community 

Partnership and 

Stakeholder 

Engagement 

17 

Collaboration with 

Deutsche 

Gesellschaft für 

Internationale 

Zusammenarbeit 

(GIZ) GmbH 

Indo-German 

Biodiversity 

Programme (IGBP) 

2023 

Hydro-Ecology of Point 

Calimere Wildlife 

And Bird Sanctuary, 

Tamil Nadu 

An Assessment For 

Integrated Management 

An assessment 

for integrated 

management 

 

https://indianwetl

ands.in/wp-

content/uploads/li

brary/167567812

1.pdf  

 

https://indianwetlands.in/wp-content/uploads/library/1675678121.pdf
https://indianwetlands.in/wp-content/uploads/library/1675678121.pdf
https://indianwetlands.in/wp-content/uploads/library/1675678121.pdf
https://indianwetlands.in/wp-content/uploads/library/1675678121.pdf
https://indianwetlands.in/wp-content/uploads/library/1675678121.pdf


Narrative of Activities 

Karunya Institute of Technology and Sciences (KITS) has actively strengthened national and 

international partnerships through a diverse set of activities spanning scientific collaboration, 

policy engagement, community outreach, and global knowledge exchange. The institution 

contributed significantly to climate and water-related policy dialogues, beginning with a 

French Television (CFRT) interview on “Impact of Climate Change on the Water Cycle” 

(27.06.2023), which enhanced global public awareness. KITS deepened international ties 

through a joint proposal with the World Bank and Alluvium Consulting (20.07.2023) aimed at 

training India’s future water leaders in river basin planning. The University of Waterloo 

(25.07.2023) recognized KITS’ expertise and requested to host the prestigious ICWRER 2025 

conference on campus. 

Parallelly, KITS expanded national collaborations through the IIT Madras Research Park 

(27.09.2023) on automated wheelchairs and sustainable transportation, and contributed to 

Kerala Development and Innovation Strategic Council (K-DISC) Vision 2035 consultations 

(16.08.2023) shaping water resource strategies. International diplomatic engagement was 

strengthened through discussions with the Deputy Consul General of Israel (24.08.2023) for 

an Industry–Academia Meet in Jerusalem. Environmental stewardship was further advanced 

through a series of collaborations with Wetlands International, including review of the 

Vembanad–Kol Wetland Management Plan (09.10.2023), participation in World Wetlands 

Day at India Habitat Centre, New Delhi (01.09.2023), and appointment of Dr. James to the 

Skills & Qualification Matrix Committee (01.09.2023). 

KITS also made significant contributions within India through lectures and expert 

consultations with the Kerala Forest Research Institute (22.03.2024), the M.S. Swaminathan 

Research Foundation (25.03.2024) for Pampa River governance, and the NGO Friends of 

Bharathapuzha (04.05.2024) to promote sustainable river management. Its scientific credibility 

was further recognized when NASA Headquarters confirmed the extension of the long-

standing AERONET collaboration with KITS (2024). The institution also partnered with IIT 

Tirupati’s Technology Innovation Hub (30.05.2024) for discussions on underwater navigation 

technologies with the Indian Navy. 

Academically, KITS launched an innovative M.Tech Joint Program in Integrated Water 

Resources Management (IWRM) with SUEZ India (2024), fostering a new model of industry-

driven curriculum development. At the community level, the institution maintained continuous 

engagement with Kol Wetland farmer groups (09.09.2023) to enhance sustainable agriculture, 

wetland conservation, and livelihood improvement. Additionally, KITS collaborated with 

GIZ’s Indo-German Biodiversity Programme (2023) on a hydro-ecological assessment of the 

Point Calimere Wildlife and Bird Sanctuary, contributing data and insights for integrated 

ecosystem management. 

Together, these activities reflect KITS’ strong leadership in SDG 17 through multi-level 

collaborations that bridge scientific research, policy development, community empowerment, 

and global sustainability partnerships. 

 

SDG Engagement in Policy Development 



TV Interview with a French Channel on ‘IMPACT OF CLIMATE CHANGE ON WATER 

CYCLE’. 

 

 
Proposal sent to the World Bank – India Office, along with Alluvium Consultants Ltd to Train 

Water Leaders of India on ‘RIVER BASIN PLANNING’. 

 

Request from the Water Institute of the University of Waterloo for a Detailed Proposal to 

Jointly Conduct the International Conference on ‘Water Resources and Environment Research’ 

at KITS 

 

 



Collaborations with IITMRP by the Faculty and Students on Automated Wheelchair and 

Sustainable Transportation 

 

Vision Document of Kerala for Future Water Resources Development – Collaboration with K-

DISC (Kerala Development and Strategic Council, and Concept Paper Presentation) 

 

Industry - Academia Meet in Jerusalem – Preliminary Consultation with DCG of Israel in 

Bangalore 

 



 
 

Collaboration with Wetlands International in Preparing a Management Action Plan for the 

Vembanad-Kol Wetland – A Ramsar Site 

 

 

 

Networking with Ramsar Bureau, MoEFCC - GoI, and State Wetland Authority Kerala on the 

Report of KITS on Kol Wetland (Ramsar Site) and Climate Change. 



 

Committee Constituted by Wetlands International to Identify Skillsets for Wetland Experts 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Involvement with the Kerala Forest Research Institute on Forest Hydrology 

 



 

 

Collaboration with the NGO - MS Swaminathan Foundation, Chennai – Preparation of Policy 

Document 

 

 
 

 

Collaboration with the NGO – the ‘Friends of Bharathapuzha’ Water conference, 26th May 

2024. 

 
Invitation to Participate in "Innovations in Underwater Navigation" Seminar and Further 

Collaboration in the Area with IITT 

 



 
Interaction with the Farmer NGOs and Groups of Kol Wetland of Thrissur – A Ramsar Site 

 

 

 



 

 

Strategic Interventions for Sustainable Development 

Name of the Project Name of the Funding agency  

Type  

(Government/ 

Non-

Government) 

Funds 

provided  

Strategies for Improving the 

Performance of Concrete under 

Extreme Fire Conditions 

Ministry of Innovation and 

Technology of Hungary through the 

National Research, Development 

and Innovation Fund 

Government €56,800 

Evaluation of Ecosystem Services 

in the Context of Climate Change 

- Kol Wetlands, India 

Ramsar Regional Center - East 

Asia 

Non-

Government 

 

 

7.98 Lakh 

Design of 2 TPD Rotary Kiln 

Gasification Pilot Plant with high 

CV syngas Production 

Techurja 
Non-

Government 

 

10 Lakh 

 

SDG Strategies in Policy Development 

 



 
 



 
 



 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 



 



 
 
 
 

 

 


